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An altemat i ve t it le to th i s paper might well be "Buil di ng wi t h Logs .

Ukra i nia n Styl e ". The pennanent dwell i ngs o f th e ea r ly se t t le rs of Al berta

tended to be much the same whate ver th e et hnic or i gi n o f the buil der; but

the Ukrai nian pi onee r s employed some building tec hniques and pract i ces

which set them apa rt. to a ce r t ain exte nt . f rom ot her i n- comers. In is o

la ti ng and desc r i bi ng the se arc hitectural i di osync ras i es. t he author shows

how t hey were root ed i n the t raditi ona l pr act i ces of t he ol d count ryand

how t hese t radit ions were modified in t he new la nd by envir onment and

exposure to other cultures .

Some of the featu re s of the Ukrain i an fol k house inc lu de the tha tch ed

roof (as opposed t o the sod roo f fav oured by other prai ries se t tl e r s l ,

sha ped logs wit h el aborate wor k at the cor ne rs and eaves . so uth ern ori en

t a t i on . mud s to ve . and above all t he f i nishi ng of the house. t hem ud- and

dung plas ter coated with whit e lime . ln additionto describing thetech 

nology in volved inthesepractices .theautho rtraces how andwhythey

we re modified .changed,or abandonedas t he Ukr a i nian se t tlersadju s t ed

to life in Al be rt a.

This is bas ically a f i eld s t udy . Al t hough the footno t es ci t e an ex

t ens ive bi bl iography. most of t he i nformat ion cont a i ned he rei n was as

sembled from interviews with su r vi ving pio nee rs. and direct s t udy of

exta nt buil din gs. And one th ing whi ch t hi s monograp h demonstrates i s

t he r emarkable dur ability of t he Ukraini an houses . Many of t hese buil d

i ngs a re s t i ll s ta nding; of t he 24 pl at es . a ll butfourarecont emporary

pi c t ure s .
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For the majority of peopl e . a house i s th e s i ngl e most impor t ant and

expensive th ing they will ever buy or build . Today . as i n the past . no

physical object rece i ves greater a t t ent ion than one's house; its lo cation

and sizeo and style . Itisindeedabas ic culturalexpres s ion.

Nowhe re is t hi s more true t han within a "fo lk" culture . a peasant

economy where the house is IOO re t han a she l t e r . bei ng bot h a per sonal and

soci al t estament . I Yet th e s t udy of ve ma culararchitecture . al ong wit h

t he s t udy of oth e r th ings desc ribed as "fol k" . has been la r gel y i gnored

i n th emai ns t rea mo f schola rship.2

Vema cular Arch i tect ure

The s t udy of vemacular architec t ure. or fol k hous in g is confine d to

the buil ding sty le s and forms traditionally employedbya peopleofa

parti cular her i tage . It i s not concerned wit h pro fes s ionall y- des i gned

build i ngs or e litis t a rch itec tu re, although s uch buildings may beof

i ndirect i nt e res t i nsofar as they re f l ect verna cula r t r a i ts and

pre fer ences .

The vem acula r t ra dition se l dom lay s down ri gid codes for t he des i gn

and cons t ruct ion of dwell ing s . Thefolkbuilde r--seldomcan hebetenned

anarchitect--cr eates a s t ruc t ure based on gene r at ions of pr act ica lex

perience. The forms expressed ar e those of t he conmm f ty end or the

na t io na l t radit ion wit h whi ch he i s imbued. 3 His wor k refl ects the

basic qua l iti es of fol k building i n i ts concept o f function and use of

mate ri als. The fo lk buil de r works

not so much functionally as ada ptably - -that is . not so much
consc io us l y thin king out so lutions to pro bl ems of l i ght. air.
and ci rc ulati on ( l i ke a mode m architect ) as embodying i n hi s

~~:kl~~~~r~~~~re~e~:~~~~:l ~ fa~~P~~~~~~~ . ~ i th , and adj us tment

It is axi omat i c t hat no major changes wi ll occ ur in domestic house

types i n most cul tu re s withou t bas ic s hi fts i n t he culture itself . 5 It

foll ows t ha t the pers istence of culture th rough ti me and space will be

refle ct ed in the house type s built by migra nts . as man e tches his cul t ure

i nt o thel andscape. 6



Ukrainian settlers ent ering Alberta i n th e 1890s brought wi t h th em t he

folk bui ldi ng t radi t i ons of th eir homel and. Under ehangi ng eeonomic,

phys iealandsoeialeonditions th e Ukra in ianvernaeula rtradition under 

went trans fonnat i on i n Al ber ta . Iti sthemanifestationsofthatt ra dition

tha t this paper examines, in both the te mporal and spa t ia l cont ext .

Resea re hMethodolo9Y

Theeultura l,soeialandeeonomleaehievementsoftheUkrai niansettlers

i n Al berta a re well doeumented,7yet l it tl ehas beenwri ttenona bas ie

faee t of t hei r fol k eulture ; t he nat ure , fonn and evol ut ion of the i r

dwellings. Although ineidenta l ref ereneetothedistinetiveeha raeter

of the Ukra i ni an eottage i n Alberta has been made by many ,8 a s pec i f ie

eoneernwith the Ukrainian verna eul ar styl e is rare . Par fitt, in "Ukrain

ian Cot t ages , ,,9 gave a s uperf le i a l aeeount of t he Pioneer domes t i e l and

seape; Kr avehuk i n "perShi zhyt l a ukra i nt si vu Kanad i " l O (The Fi rs t

Dwell i ngs ofU kra i ni ansinCanada)g i vesa brie fa ndgene ra lizedreview

ofUk r ai nian pio nee ra re hlteet ure.

The paueity of aut horitat i ve literarysourees neeessitatedthe adopti on

of a fi el d-or i ent ed approaeh and a heavy rel i anee upon fi el ddat a . Al 

th oughthi swas supplementedtoa eertainextentbyarehiva lresearch ,

dat a gathered in t he fie ldeonsti tute th e pr i mary souree for t hi s study .

Fiel d re search i nvol ved the loeationand s t udy of fol k buildi ngs ,andthe

reeordi ngs o f ve rbal tr ad it ions through the interviewing of survi vtnq

pioneer s and ot he rs who had a knowl edge o f th e ver naeul ar t radition . The

HomesteadFiles ,reeordsofa llhomes teadent r ies, were ut i l i zed to pro 

vide bae kground i nfonnatl on on the time of set t lement, t he na t ional ityof

t hesettler,andthequal ityof t helandsett le d , faetorswhieh wouldhave

adi ree t i nfl ueneeuponthetypeandsty le ofbu ildi ng wit hinan a rea .

Data i n the hor.>es tea dentries al so pro vided a good eheekupon the re l i

ab ility of the f i el d data . AS,i nlOOstinstanees,thefiles provide

additional data as to the di mens ions , building materia l and value 0 fthe

initial dwelling, itwas fr equent lypossibletoaseert ai nifthe ex isting

buildingwastheorigi nalorof later eonstruetion .



i)~Nomenclature

Research intoaspects of Ukra i nian cul tureencountersanurrberofun

usual pr obl ems. 11 A basi c conf usio n over th e precise definition of th e

te rm "Ukra i ni an" reduces t he usefulness of many data sour ces . In Westem

Europenat io nalorigin,ethnicorig in ,andgeograph icaloriginaregenera l

l y synonymous , yet this i s seldom so in Easte rn Europe . The peopl es speak

ingtheUk ra inianlanguageandw ithacommonculturalbackgro und were for

l ong a s ubj ect people,fr agmented , and cont ro l1 ed by avari et y offorei gn

princes . Untillg17,theUkrainian nationalstate didnotexist , and as

a res ult many who were ethnically Ukra in ian were cont ent to regard them

selves as citizens of the country r es pons i bl e fo rtheadmi nis trat io n of

t hei r provi nce . Forexample,anirrrnigrantfrom Halychynamightca ll him

se l f a citizen of the Austro-Hungarian Empi r e and woul d be record ed as

such i n the Dominion Census. Thi s re sul t ed i n the Ukrai nian bei ng recor d

ed incanadia n offici a l documentsunderava riety of names : Rut henian s

(Littl e Russi ans ) , Aus t ri ans , Ga l i c i ans , Bukowin i ans, Ukr ai ni ans , and

Russians . 12 Thi s con f us ion over nomencl a t ur e was compounded by t he hig h

degree of eth nic intermixing whic h occ ur re d i n the eas tern crush zone of

Europe , an area of instability and confl ict, which prov id ed th e f ir st

Ukrainian immigrant s to canada.

The vastmajorityof Ukrainiani lTll1 igra nt s to Canada befo re IglScame

f rom the provinces of Halychyna and Bukovyna (Figure 1) . However, notal1

Ga li ci ans or Bukowi nian s wer e et hnic a l ly Ukr a i ni an ; in Halych ynaethnic

Ge nnans ( Volk s deut sch) , Jews , and Pol es we re present i n cons i derabI e

nurrber s , whil e Bukovyna posse ssed large Romanian encla ves and was s t ron g

l y in f l uenced by Romanian culture .

i il Data limitat ions

Ascertai ning the date of construction of examples of vemacul ar a rc hi

t ecture was a major difficulty of the f ield r esear ch. Occas ionally it

proved poss i bl e to cont act the builde r, or close rel atives whow ere aware

of t he construction date , and so achieve a prec i se dat i ng in the f ie ld.

Mor e usual1 y , howeve r ,the yea r of cons t r uc t ion was es t i rrated on th e





basis of the date of homestead entry and loca ll y- provided i nfonnationas

to the latest possible date of const ruction (i.e. "befo relgIO") . Details

provided in the homestead entry were especially useful in determini ng

whether the building was the original dwellingo ralaterreplacemen t ,

Similarly, i t was not alway s possible to determine accurately the

geographic origin of the builder of any house . Few pioneers of the

earlier settlements are alive today and it was found that their descend

ents often had but a hazy recollection of their ancestral histo ry . The

homestead entr ies were helpful in determining the province of origin of

immigrant s, but unfor t una te ly the ir usefulness was diminished by the

selective microfil ming technique e~loyed i n later years . Although every

homesteadentrywasrecorded,noteverydocumentappertainingtothat

entry was microfilmed; only about half the entries contained all the

required information.

iii) Selection of Study Area

A degre e of selecti vity was employe d in the areas su r veyed . Thearea

chosen was se lected because it i ncl udes a wid e varie ty of t er ra i n i n both

t he physical and economic se nses . It embraces some o f the ear lies t a reas

of Ukrai nian se ttlement and some ofthe more rece nt , and, more import an t 

ly , i nc lud es a reas of predominan t Gali ci an , Bukowi nian , and Roman i an

se t t le ment ( Figure 2) . Idea ll y this r esear ch s houl d have encompassed all

areas of Alberta se ttled by Ukra i nians . but t his was found to be impractical.

It is t hought tha t the area selectedprovi dedthebestpossibleco~romise.





Ukrainian Folk Houses

The Ukrainian vernacular house type in Alberta may be br i efl y de

sc ribed .asa rectangular,two-roomed, mud-plas teredl oghouse wit h ( ini 

t ially) a t hat ched roof. Itbecomesimpracticaltoattempt the defi ni 

tion of f urthe r , more acc ura te par amet e rs for descr ip t i on. No two

Ukr a i ni an folk houses are ident ical i n all respects, indi vi dual differ 

ences i n buildi ng materia ls , desi gn , size and co lo ur sc heme creati ng a

wide va r i a t i on i n house personalities. Each Ukr a i ni an fol k house is

Indi vi dua ll y uniq ue , yet is r eadi ly recogni zabl e as Ukrai nia n . There

is, t hen , no rig i d descr i ptive mode l whi ch will app ly to a ll t hese houses.

The Ukraini an vernacul ar style exists in t he cumulati on of fea tures which

are commonto that style. Any one of these common attributes is , In

is ola ti on, not ini dca tive ofa Ukrainian backgroun d; it i s th e occur re nce

of all or some of them within one building which se r ves t o i mpar t t he

di s tinc t iv e appea ra nce which we call "Ukra ini an " .

Design and det ail of th e folk house in Albe rta var i ed ac co rdi ng to

fact or s s uch as environment, both phys ical and soc i a l and t he economic

status and the geograp hic ori gi n of t he builder . The Ukrai nian f rom

Haly chyna bul lt hl s house after adlffer en t pa tte rnthan the Ukr a i nian

fro m Bukovyna , Transcar pa t hi a or Romanla. House des i gn underwent gr adual

changes , as new concept s in buildi ng desi gn and s tyl ewe re copied f rom th e

s urro undi ng Canadian se tt lers and as new mate r i als of cons t ru ct I on became

avail able.

Building Materials

Bot h the Ukrainian peasant In Euro pe and hi s pioneeri ngcounterpar t

i n Alber t a const r ucte d th e ir houses us ing onl y a l imited number 0 fbuil d

i ng materia ls . In mos t cases the mat eri al s at hand In Europe were also

ava il ab l e In si mil a r form i n th e pio nee r envi ronment. InEur ope , t hes e

mater ial swere timbe r , cl ay, sand,horse orcowdung, andrye s traw;and

th ese,or lnthe caseofrye s t r aw a cl ose su bs titut e ,wereallavailabl e

in Al be rt a. The too ls re qui red to erect a peas ant house wer e mi nimal: a

felling axe , a broad axe fo r sha pi ng t he log s , a saw, and an auger . Mos t



houses were built withou t na il s , and in t he ear lier years of settlement

wer e built wit h only the bas i c tools of t he carpen ter .

Although the Ukrai nia n inrnigrants entering Alberta bet ween l B9Z-19 15

pioneered new areas of settlement , t hey did so wit h a supply base at

Edllllnto n,aboutfortymilesfrom t heinitia lpointofsettlementa tSta r.

For those with noney, more sophisticated construc t ion materials were at

hand, butfewcouldafford suchluxuries, the averageUkra ini anpi oneer

s Ufferi ng an acu te shortage of capita l for some years afte r hi s arr ival .

Some anticipated a res t r i ct ed economy to t he ext ent of ca r rying among

their per sonal ef fects such items as window fr ames , glass, and hin ges

taken from t hei r houses in Europe. 13

Construction

In the pioneer environment , the major i ty of the houses werecons t r uct 

edbymorethanonepersonor family . The eff or t necessa ry t o fell ,scale ,

carry and rai se logs i nto posit ion ca lled for the co-ope rati on of nei gh

bours . The tendency of ki nshi p groups to sett le in close proxi mi ty ,

ofte n on adj acent quarters , faci l i ta t ed t hi s . Galiciansand Bukowi nia ns

sett lin g i n differe nt parts of Albe rta , a ll t hose in vol ved i n the ra is ing

ofahousewoul d te nd to be fro m t he same cul tural mil ieu, ensuri ng t he

per pet uation of the reg iona l cha racte ris t ics of the verna cular st y le.

Asamethodofga t heri ngtogetherthe necessarylabour , it wasusua l

to hold a tol oka , a "bee" . Espec i all y th is was done for t he purpcse cf

plas ter ing the log ex~erior , a task tra ditionall y under ta ken by the WOlToe r..

Through t hisco llecti veapproach, t hetime take ntobuil dthe aver age

house could be as l ittl e as two or t hree days, with a few days added in

order to allow the plaste r to dry .

~

The su rvey system util i zed on the prairie di vid ed the land int o town

ships ,eachof which wassubdi videdint036secti ons of onesqua rem ile

each. Every sect ion was di vide d into four quarter-secti ons of 160acres ,

and t he quarter sec t ion became the basic unit of l and in the west . Under

t heHomesteadAc t of lB72,asettlercould obtai naqua rter-section of



Figu re 3. Inf erior a s pen lo g use d i n wa l l con struction .

Fig ure 4. Sha ped log . Broa daxemar k l ngs a re c le ar l y v i s ib le. also
ang le d wood st ri ps a ttached to log to provide pur cha se for p laster.





l and for the nomi nal sum o f t en dolla r s . Full ti t l e to t he la nd was not

granted unt i l t he se t t l er had met with cer ta in req uireme nts of i mprove

ment s and res idence . Thi s system of su rvey t ended to s pread people out

and prec1uded th e es tabl i s hmentof agr i cul t ur a lvill age se ttl ement. The

Ukra inians we re bas ica lly a vil la ge- or i ent ed peop l e, fa mil ia r wi tha

s t ro ngly nucleated set t l ement sys te m i n the ir home land . Bei ngphys ic al 

ly unabl e to c re a t e a vi ll age- s ty l e se t t l ement t hey set t l ed where ver

poss i bl e upon adjacent quarte rs . somet i mes lo cati ng in cl ose proximity

a t th e cent re ofa sect i on . More usua ll y t he Ukra in ia n homes tea d was

i so l a ted and located upon a slight r i se so as to se cure good dr ai nage.

Or ie nta t i on

The Ukra in ia n fol k house was a lways oriented t o t he sout h. This may

have been part ially for re asons of envi ronment {i n Albe r ta, a t l eas t ,

th e so ut he rn expos ure gets th e most s un ); more l i ke ly i t was foundedi n

relig io n and the unvary in g fl oor plan of the house {Figure 22 ) . Tra

ditionally t he i nt er ior end wall of th e la rge r room {t he room wit hout

th e s to ve ) was decor a t ed wit h i cons and rel igious ca le nda r s , and a lways

faced eas t. Thi s ens ure d t he house ' s so ut hern orient at io n.

Foundat ions and Wall Const ru ct ion

True foundations we re rar e ly found in the Ukrain ia n fol k house. In

a l most a ll cases t he house rest ed upon a se r i es of l ar ge st ones placed

under t he lowes t log , ra i sing t he log away f rom contact with t he gro und

and prevent i ng subs equent ro t . Wood s il ls wer e s el dom empl oye d.

The mater i a l s employecl forwall cons t ruc t io n var i edaccordingto t he

physi cal envi ronment. Ukra i nian pioneer s se tt li ng th e s parse ly wooded

prair ie of Sask a tch ewan used a ty pe of "wattl e and da ub" . a base of

wil l ow la t hes Int e rwoven between a se ries of upright lo gs .14 However ,

most Ukra i ni an se t t l ement in Alb erta t ook pla ce i n th e well -wooded as pen

pa rk la nd regi on and t imber was a lways ava il abl e. Accor di ngly it was

possibl e to empl oy an a ll - lo g bui ldin g t echniq ue. Becaus e it was not

prac tical to haul timbe r over great di s t ances , th e choice of wood was



de tennl ned by t he inmedla te ava ll abll i t y of 'lJec l es . Alt houghpi neor

s pr uce was prefe rred,other typeswe reusedextensi vely, as pen bei ng mos t

commonly employed . In area s possess i ng good pi ne stands aspen was se ldom

used for house cons t ruct ion; a ft e r the exhaus t ion of t he pi ne it was used

for the construc tion of bams and sheds (Fi gure 3) . Ideally, timbe r was

cut ,sca le d, and sea sonedoneyear befo r e use. IIher everpossib le, logs

ofelghttotenlnches l n dia me t erwer eusedforwa l l constructlon;aga i n,

i t was only l at er , a ft e r t he l ar ger logs had been used up , t ha t i nfer lor

aspe n of four to s ix i nches diamete r was employed (Figu re 3) . The l ogs

were often shaped by flatteni ng two si des with a broa daxe (Figure 4) .

This was , however , conf ined to t he better qual ity,broader diameter type

of log .

Horiz ontal log constructlonwas employ edina ll the housesexami ned for

th is st udy. 15 Theco rner sof t he log s lnterlockedbymeansofadoveta il

j oint (Fi gure 5) or by s imple saddl e not chi ng ( Fi gure 6) . To i mpar t a

greate r sta bil ity to th e basi c log s t r uct ure , wooden pegs of one to one

and-o ne-hal f i nchesd lamet e r wer ed ri venthroughaugeredholes , pin ning

togethe r two or t hree log s . Openin gs i n t he log wall for wi ndows and

doors were sawn after t he lower logs wer e pi nned together .

Ceili nqand RoofConst ruct ion

l og beams (generally squared) were laid at i nte r valsofa pproxima te ly

th ree fee t acro ss th e topmos t log , a t r i ght an gles to t he main or Ion9

s i de . There wer e pi nned to the upper log by wooden sta kes dr iven th ro ugh

augeredholes (Figure7). Popl a r poles were then la id acr oss th ese beams

a t i nter va l s of two or t hree i nches and t he i nte r veni ng gaps pl ugged with

twis ts of mud, s t raw and cow dung. This cons titute d an ef fecti ve roo f

i nsu la ti on. In one instance t hi s i ns ulation had been i mpro ved by the

addi ti onofa further laye ro fempty bott le sembeddedin amatrixofc la y

and dung. Cru de but effecti ve.

The roof fr amewor k var i ed i n design accor ding to the type of roo f

empl oyed . A t hatched roof necessita te d a hi gh r oof pitch for rapid run

off. Shing lesgavegreate rflex ibi lityastohigh,low ,ormed lum pitch

(Fig ur e 8) , whereas a t ur f or sod roof req uired a low pitch (Fi gure g),

in order to keep the sods on t he roo f.



Fi gu re 7. Roo f peg ging at eave. Stepped eave bracket at l e f t.
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Figure 10. Bukowln iantK>usetypewlth h ippe d gableroof.

Figure I I . \/oodlathesat tadledtoshaped

logs afforded purchase for mud p laste r .





The roof material a lso affec ted the roof shape . Thatchi ng i s re la

tivelyeasyonahi pped roof, butagableroofpresentscertal nproblems

to t he t ha t cher . For thi s reason a hi pped or hi pped gable ( Fi gure 10)

would be employed if the roof was to be thatched . I t is probabl e tha t

t he l at t er fonn was popular as a compromise between t he ease of t hat ch

ing the hipped roof,and t he simpler construction of the gable-typed roof .

Poplar pole s of four or f i ve inches diamete r placed at two-and-a-h a lf 

to t hree-foot int e rval s and la shed toa cent re pole of t he same siz e con

s tituted the major load-bear ing roof f ramework. Added rigi dity was given

by use of collar t ie s , and by peggin g the roof s upports to the upper Iog

of t he wall and/o r the ceili ng cross beams (Fi gure 7) . Small diamete r

popl arpol es were l ashed or na i led horl zont al ly acrossthe major raf t ers

at two-foot i nt e rva l s , in order to impart f ur t her r i gid ity and t o pro

vide a purchase fo r t he ty i ng of that ch or fasten ing of shi ngles.

Mud Pl as t e r

Unlike the log dwell i ng of other se t t l ers i n Alberta, those of the

Ukrainia ns were i nvari ably plastered with a coati ng of mud. Hud was

utilized byot hersfo rchi nki ng t herough hewntimber usedi nca bincon

s tru ct ion , but only t he Sl avs encase d the entire timberstruct ure wltha

protec ti ve cover i ng of mud mixed wit h st raw and ani mal dung, and lime.

Generally log wall s req ui red no prepara ti on pr ior to the appl ic at i on of

plast er ; t he undul a tio ns i n the lo g-wall s ur face aff orded suff i c i ent pur

chase. In t he case of sq uare d logs, additi onal purchase was affor ded

by t he a ttachment ofwoodlathes to thewall .usuallya ta4S0angl e

(Figure s I I and 12) .

Housepl aste rl ng wasacommun aleffortandlt was usual for atol oka

to be held for tha t pur pose. The compositi on of t he pl aste r was t he

subject ofm uchdlsagreement amongsttheploneersi nte rv iewed for t his

s tudy .1 6 However , i t generally consi sted of t hree di s t inct layers: a

pr imary coat of one or two in ches t hick ness , a secondary coat of \0"

th i ckness , and an out er coveri ng of ac tive 11me (Fig ure 13) .

Mud pla st er was an initia l mixt ure of cl ay and water, pounded by the

feet or by oxen to bre ak down t he cl ay, with st raw and horse or cow dung

added later. The straw was chopped f inely and its purpose, l i ke tha t of



the ani mal dung, was t o pre vent th e plaster fro m cra cki ng upon dry ing •

The visc ous mixtu re was applied directl y to the lo gs and snoothe d over

ina rough fash ion. A secondary lay er of cla y and water, wi th a li ttle

sandadded, was applied over the f i r s t t o glve a fin ely snoot hed coa t 

ing ready for limi ng. Afte r dry in g, and the pat ching of any cra cks , the

plas te r was limed wit h a mixt ure of active l ime and wate r, often with

sklmmll k or a l l tt le washlng bl ueadded t o brlng outthepure white ness

of t he l ime.

The l ime fu1fl li ed a dual f unction. Itwasdecoratlve and ithelped

to protect t hec lay f rom raln was h, exte ndl ng t hel1fe of the pl as te r .

Thep las ter requi re d cons t ant maln t enancebecau se ithadatendencyto

crack,and although l ong- l as t ing when wellmal nt al ned,l t det er l0 ra ted

rapi dly if negl ec t ed . Twogre a t hazard s t o t he plaster were chll dren and

fowl, t he former damagi ng t he i nte ri or and th e la tte r peck ing at the li me

on t he lo wer reaches of th e exte ri or. To prevent th i s many houses had

sawn sh ip la p la i d over t he plas t er up to t he level of the window sil l.

Liming of the pl as t er was done annual ly , traditionally irrmedia t e ly

before t he Easte rcele bra tio n aspa rt of t he genera l preparatl 0ns for t he

festival.

~

A var iety of mater ia l s wer e employed as roofi ng agents . For t he f i r st

crude shack or shelte r, sod was util i zed (Figure 9) . Posit ioned gra ss

s i de upwards . sod prov ided a passabl e roof during th e wint er months but

t he onset of sunmer l ed t o probl ems of water seepage . It was, th er efore,

a short term sol ut i on to roofing and i n t he wooded area s was seldom em

pl oyed. The trad i tional roof cover i ng was a rye s t raw t ha t ch, although

in 1908 in Halychyna and Bukovyna, tha t ch was proscribed as a roof ing

mat eri al because of the firehazard,and sheet iron roofing began to

make an appea rance. 17 However,intheAlbertapioneerenviron mentthatch

was wid ely used. Althoughafi rehazard, ithadtheadvantageofbeing

cheap and easy to cons t r uc t . A well - t hatc hed roof was waterproof and

prov id ed a good Insul at ion. With regul ar attent i on a that ch would l as t

up t o fo r ty years.

As rye s t raw was notl nlt la ll yavall able , many tha tc hes were made



, i



us ing broa d- bl aded prai rie s l ough grass . Bunches of gr ass were pulled

or cut, knot t ed and one end tied around a roof l at he , the free end 0 f t he

bundl ebeing la idoverthelowerl athe s. l 8 A competent tha tc her could

produce a neat and well-tri mmed th atc h ( Figurel 4) but photograp hs 0 f

ear ly pioneer dwell ing s i ndi cat e tha t many tha t ches weremakeshlft affa ir s ,

untrimmedandwith thethat ch helddownw ithlongpol es from t heground

to the roof ( Fi gure 15).

Although tha t ch was the most commonl y used roof i ng mate ri a l in t he

ea r ly year s of settlement, few of t hese roof s have surv iv ed. The only

thatches examined for th i s st udy were on abandoned buildi ngs and were in

poor condition. Wood shi ngl es had re pla ced t hatc h by t hel920s , i ndeed

in many areas shi ngl es had become popul a r in thel8g0s. Manyof th e old

thatches di sappeared in 19l9 , when they were bought up by Edmont onbus i

nessmen in tend i ng to usethe strawfor feedduringafodder shortage .

St oves

The s tove (pic h) was a major part of th e Ukra i ni an fo lk house. It was

la rge ,occupy ing a lmost halfof t he ar ea ofthewe stroom,anditslarge,

fl at upper su r faces were used as a sleeping area by the el der ly and chil

dr en. It s so li d (mud) constr uct ion enabled it to sto re heat . and i t pro 

vi ded an a rea of cons tant hea t duri ng t he win t er nigh t s.

Because of t hei r s ize many of these ol d s t oves were replaced by small e r

i ron st oves and r anges and consequen tly are rar ely found today . During

the cour se of thi s stu dy only one example ofa comple te l y prese r ved stove

was found. l 9

Evacua ti on of smoke f rom t he s t ove pre sented some probl ems for t he

ea r l ie r se t t le rs . because s t ove piping was not always available. In the

absence of pi ping, mud heavily daubed upon a framework of willow l athe s

fonnedacrudechimney. Some built a shortchilllleyonly, su f f ici ent to

ta ke the smoke fumes above t he ce il ing lev el . wher e i t was le ft to filte r

out through th e tha t ch. It seems that t he eyebrow vent s loca t ed on th e

southe rn s l ope of the roof s of Bukowlnian and Romanian types ofhouse

in i t ially servedthepurposeofsmokeevacuation(FiguresI6andl7) .

The eyebr ow vent is found however, on houses now possessi ng shing Ie and

til e roofs, and on houses with br ick chhmeys . Although t he logi cal



F'gure,s. " ' van Lupu,'s homeatlioHOk. A lberta . «A Ca/lc,antypecirca'902 .
(C/e nbowFounda tlon,Ca lgar y . )



conc lusion is thattheseventswere forsi~le ventilationpurposes ,many

Bukowiniansinsistthatthe initialfunctionoftheeyebrow ventwasasa

Chhmey .20 If so, its survi val must be interpreted as a cultural anach 

ron is m.ln somecases,theseventshavebeenmodifiedtosmalldormers

(FigureIB ) .

Fl oor s

Practica lly all th e ear ly cottages had earth fl oors . Composed ofha rd

stamped mud swept clean of loose dirt. t he ea rth f loor was gi ven a reg u

lar weekly coa t i ng of a mixture of cow dung and water . which upon drying,

gave a polished effect not unl ike that of modern composition flooring .

Decora t ive Pref eren ces

The Ukrain ian cottage, mud plastered. was almost always coated with

whit e l ime. 21 A generous amount of washi ng blue was frequently added

to the lime to create a sky-blue colour; th is was applied along the lower

portions of the wall s . Patterns were occasionally traced out In bl ue

over the whi t e of the lime . Prefer red colour s for decora t ive trim are

difficult to determ ine, although It appears that sky bl ue and yellow

werefavoured .22 Among Bukowinian and Roman ian house s green was fr e

quentlyemployedforthepa intingoftrim. Manyof the persons can

vassed stated that the Bukowinian settler generally preferred br ig hter

colours for paint work. while others cl a i med that Romanian houses were

recogni zable by the ir vivid red tr im, but no field ev idence was found to

subs t anti a t e the se cl a ims.



Figure 17. Bukowln ia nhouse typ ewi t h hip pedroo f an d eye br owvent s .

Figu r e 18. I1odl f l catlonof ey e browven t slnto smal ldor mer s ona
Roman ia n styl e hous e,SandyLake,Albena .



Ver nacul ar Styl es

Gowans
23

has conment ed upon the fundamental sim il a ri ty of mos t pea sant

hous ing , . maint a ining tha t folk a rc hitec ts wi ll ultima te ly ar r iv e at simi

l ar sol ut io ns tothe prob l ems ofdwellingdesignand prov i s io nof shelter.

Though diffe re nt cultures evol ve certain s ty l i s t fc characterist i cs of th e fr

own,thef r dwell fngs remain fundamenta l lysimll ar ,soli d , unpre te nti ous

and t i mele ss. So f t i sthatalthoughdfffer ence smaybedfscerned inthe

fo l k a rchitecture of Ukrai nia ns fro m Haly chyna or Bukovyna , s uch vari ations

areessenti a ll ysuper f icf al.

The Spati al Conte xt : Sepa rat ionofSty les

Because of his t orica l and pol it i ca l fa c tors in Euro pe , th e f i r s t

Ukra ini an set t le rs in Canada came a lmost exc l us fvel y from t he th en Aust ro 

Hungar i an pro vince of Halyc hyna. In l 892 Gal fcian set t l ersbeganto

establish t hemsel ves i n t he Sta r -Wos tok ar ea of Al berta. I t was not until

after 1896 t hat Bukowi nian se t t le rs began t o ent er Alberta and settlel and

t o the nor t h and east of th e Gal i ci an se ttl ement. 24 Thus, although th er e

was some intermixing , th e a reas of set t l ement of Bukowinian s andGali cians

remained f a irly disti nct ( Figur e 2) . Those pioneer s f rom Transca rpathi a

and nor th ern Romania generally settl ed within the Bukowfnian area of

settl cment,sometimescrc at i ng t hei r own di s t i nc tenc laves ofs ettlement .

The fol k architec ture of these various Ukr a i ni an gro ups shows many

di ff eren ces . per haps as ares ul t of th est r ong Pol i shi nf l uences fn

Hal ychyna and t he strong Romanian in fi uences in Bukovyna. The ethnic

images of the 8ukowfnfa ns and Galfcians wer e in some ways reflected i n

thef r bui l df ng t radf ti ons. The Gali cians regarded th e Bukowfn ians as

befngunsophi s tfca tedandbucoli c- -rural "haysee ds "; while t he Bukowfnians

had t he i r own s tories of th e thrifty and mfserly nature of the Gali cians.

I t is poss ible to see traces of the se tra its i n th e res pec ti ve verna cul ar

styles .

TheGali c fa ns tyleof ar chf te ctu r e bet rayed le ssevfdenceof its

Easte rn Euro pean folkor fg in s t han did th e Bukowfnfan s tyle . The

Bukowinia n style was gener ally moredecora t fve andappearedfndeedtobe



somewhat more bucol i c inspirit. Such impre ss ions may of course have been

cre a t ed t hroug h t he later inmlgrationof th e Bukowinians and the i r set t l e

mentofmoremarginalland. However, t he fa ilur e of th e earl ier Galician

dwellings to di splay th e sa me degr ee of stylistic ornamenta tion and el e

gance, suggest s th at t he verna cular tra dit ion i n Hal.vchynaa t th e time of

emigrat ion was not as entrenched i n Bukovyna and that t he Gali ci anvernac 

ul ar s ty le was cl oser t o t he more sober and familla r vernacul ar s tyles of

nor t hwes t er n Europe. To the unt ra i ned eye the Bukowln lan and Roma nia n

house types ar e indistinguishable. Cer tai n differences do exi st, however ,

not ably a more extr eme form of roof over hang In t he Romania nStyle,g l ving

a more pro nounced ea ve projec t ion anda greater upward flar i ng of th e

s upporti ng but t resses .

The Bukowln lan Vernac ul a r St yl e

Those dwell ing s er ec t ed by Bukowi ni an pio neerswe recharacterisedbya

heavy hi pped roof wit h wide overhangi ng ea ves . The eaves projec t i on was

especially pro nounced along the sout hern facad e (Figurelg ) often be i ng

s uppor te d bya null'ber of wooden upr i ght s (usua lly four ) to forma porc h.

On ce rtain houses the eave proj ecti on was as great as t hreefeetatsl des

and rea r, and four to five feet at the front,but such exces s lveproj ec

t ion was not usual . The norm was a more moderate projection of about two

feet six inc hes at t he f ron t . slightly l ess at the rear and sides . In

most case s t he fa scla was c losedbya fl at sof f i t so that no rafter s we re

exposed,althoughceill ngjoistsweresometimes left vi s i bl e on t he unde r

s ide of t he soff it. Thi~ was not a general rul e and many exampl es of

roofs without fa scia or soff it were observ ed (see Fi gure 7).

A general characteristic of most Bukowin ia n dwell ing s was t he di s t in c

ti veeave bracket, or roof s uppor t, formed by the outwar d flaringofthe

to pmost logs of the walls (se eFigures7,lO.1 4and 20) . Thedegreeof

flare was dependent upon th e extent of ea ve pro j ect io n. Styl es of eave

bra ckets va ri ed,themajoritybeingi nthe formofa smooth .outwa rd,

andslightly convex curve(Figure14) ,other sbeingstepped(Figure 7).

Eyebrow vent s were characte ri sti c of Bukowi nian and Romanla nhouses

(Fig ures 16 and 17) and were not obser ved on any Gali cia n dwell i ngs.

Theprese nceofcarveddeta ilonprojectingexposed endsofwoodenbeams





was also a cha racteristic confined to the Bukowinianand Romanian house .

It was found t hat Bukowinian and Roman ian houses t ended to be l ar ger

t han the Galician. Even i n a reas where t he Bukowinia ns occupie d margi nal

la nd, t hey still constructed substantial dwelli ngs. DiJOOnsionswere

usuall y i n the order of 35 xl B feet .

The buildings of Bukowin i ans originating fr om the sub- Car path i an

reg io nofBukovynawe refrequentlyleftunplaste red. These peopl e f rom

the Carpathian foothills were accustomed to build i ngwi th .go odtimber

whi ch di d not need t he pro tect ive shea thing of mud plaster. As t hey

settled an a rea of Alberta where good pi ne stands were access i ble , they

were able to cont in ue t heir buil di ng tradition. Such families as the

Shandros ofShandro, Alberta, ut il i zed excellent t i mber and neverpl as t e r 

ed t he ext e r ior of t he i r buil di ngs . This tradition has been accounted as

a tra it of the Hutzels, adopte d by Bukowinian peasa nts who l ived close t o

the Carpathians and who were strongly influenced by t he Hutzel culture .

The Galician Vernacular Style

The Galician fol k house while basically the same as the Bukowinian

type in construction and fo rm, differed i n matters of de t ai l . I t was

a more sober util itari an dwelling , l ess flamboyant than the Bukowinia n

style.

The roof of t he Galician house ty pe did not have the pronounced degree

of pro jection of the eaves and as a consequence appeare d to be less heavy

than that of t he othe r sty le. Thediffe re nceisclea rlyshownbyacom

parisonofFigure21 ,showinganexampleofthe Galicianstyle, withthat

of Fi gures 10, 17 and 19 all of which il lu s t rat e t he heavy roof ed appear 

anceoftheBukowinianhouse .

Most Galician houses wi t h the gable roo f had a di s t i nct i ve pent ext en

sion (Fi gure 21) locat ed on the gable end a t t he eave le vel . Thiswas a

protective fea t ur e, desi gned to pre vent heavy ra inwash fro m damagingthe

mud plaster on t he wall belo w. The gable end itself was not plastered ,

being gener ally fill ed with vert i cal weatherboard,a trait which acco rdi ng

to Weslager 25 has German ant ecedent s . Eave brackets in t he form of out

wardlyfla redupperwa ll logswere notpresenton t heGalic ia n house

because the absence of an exte nsive eave projection rendered them redu ndant .



A hig h por t ion of Gal ic ian cottages wer e of t he smalle r two room type.

without a cent ra l hallw ay. This type of dwelling was predominant in ar eas

of Gallclan se t tleme nt regard l ess of the prosperltyofthe area.



Fi gu re 2 1. Ga l ic la n hous e type. Peno, Alb e rt a.



FORM. FUNCTI ON AIm EIlVIROtlMENT

Environ mental Adapt a t ion

The Ukra i nian fol k house was well-adapted to the extremes ofa cont i 

nent a l c1 imate.andwas t her efore asuccessfu1 tr ans p1anttothecanadian

prairie envir onment. Stu rdy log cons t ruc t io n and excellent insulation

provided by t he exte ri or and interi or shea th i ng of mud pla s t er made t he

Ukrain ian cottage warm in wi nt er and cool in t he sunrner . The early

Ukra i ni an pioneer s of Alber ta owed much of t heir ear ly success t o the

pract ical design of the ir dwell ing.

Surpr isi ngly, many Ukrai nia n ol d- time rs held st rong opinions on t he

res pecti ve merits of th e Ga1 ic ia n and Bukowi nian s ty les . Generally the

Bukowinian design was regarded as su peri or , even by those of Ga1ician

ances t ry . It proved diffi cul t to asc erta i n exact reasons for this opinion .

The Bukowinian s tyl e has cer tai n advanta ges which would enhance its

utility in the pione er environ ment. The wide eave projection af for ded a

greater degr ee of protection agai ns t ra inwas h on the walls , rend eringthe

mud pla st er le ss open to ero s ion. Ac onvenie ntshade area , or porch, on

the south-facing facade was provi ded by t heextensiveeaveproject i on

a long t he house fro nt . Apart fromsuchpract ica lconside rati onsitis

possib le that aesthetic considera tions favou red the Bukowinia nsty1e,in

that,tothema jorityofUkrainian sregard1e ssoftheirprovinc iai or igi n,

the Bukowinianhouses imp1y looked more attracti ve.

The extreme cold of the Alberta wint er revealed certa in design defe ct s

in t he Ukra ini an fo l k house . The larger houses possessing a cent ral hall

way (see Figure 22) were diffi cult to heat adequately during period sof

extreme co1dun1 essadd1tiona1 stov eswer ebrought intooperation .26 The

lo cation of the s to ve i n the west room meant that heat transference across

to the east room was barel y s uf fici ent dur ing cold weather . As an attempt

to rectify t his, t he sto ve pip e (on houses with t he modem wood-burni ng

stove ) was run hor izo ntally acros s t he ha ll way ce il ing and fora shor t

distance int o the east room bef or e being tumed upward s.

A considerable, though rapi dl y dimin is hing. number of fo lk style

cottages are still occup ied in ar eas of Ukrai ni an se t t l ement . Man.v,for

reasons outlined above , are occupied only on a sea sonal bas is, tho ugh this

i s also connect ed to cont empora ry pa ttem s of agr icultural acti vity in

certain types of farming.
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It was generally fo und that so long as theoute rsheathingo fm udplas

te rwaswell-maintai nedandremainedintact,thehouse 's ins ulation was

good. If negl ect ed. or if broken or cracked plaster was patc hed over wit h

modern shea thi ng mate ria ls rather t han being co rrectly repaired wi t h mud,

dung , an.d wa t er , t he qua lity of i nsu lation suffered dr as t i cally. Inone

i ns tance t he occupa nt of s uch a dwelling compl a i ned t hat snow filte red

t hro ugh a ch ipboard sheathi ng. theold (c racked) mud plaste r , and t he log

wall i nto t he house i nterior . 27

The t ruevalu e of t hi svern acul a rcons truct i on was real i zed by many only

after somey ea rsofsett le ment .whenUkra inians, forthefirs ttime ,began

to aban don the t raditional bui lding fo rms and mat e r i a l s . Poor ly ins ulated

f r amebu il dingswere found t o be no s ubs ti t ut e for thetr i edver nacul a r

dwellings. Many Ukrai nian famil ies underwent extreme hardship in their

new "improved " modern dwellings and i n t he words of one ol d-timer , "many

nea r fr oze to deat h. ,,28



f i gure 23 . Reconst r uct ed dug-out , Shandr oPioneerHuseum.

f i gure 24. Trans iti onal s tyle house . Canadl an l za t lonoft he

vernacu la r for m.



~XJD I FICATION OF THEVERNACULARSTYLE

House Type Sequence i n Al berta

Record ed in th e design , fonn and cons t ruc t i on of every house a re t he

soc ia l va lu es and eco nomic status of t he buil der . Per cept ions of what

is des ir abl e i n t enns of house des ig n and house s i ze change as soci a l

val ues and economic c i rc umst ances change.

The most prominen t manif es t a t i ons of f ol k culture within th e ru ral

environme nt a re la nguage, dre ss . and dwel li ng. I ti s t hes e t hree facets

of cultu re which mos t r eadil y re fl ect changes in at t itude t owardestab

lished value sin fo lkculture. In te nnsof ilTJ:l igrant society , th i s Is

esp ecia ll ytr ue whereconformitytonew value s is t henecessary prelude

to Int egr at io n and assi milat ion . Because of th is , it i s pos s i ble to

pa ra ll e l the decline of Ukrai nian fol k culture wit h the modif icat ion

and adapt a t ion of fol k buil di ng trad i t ions.

In it i al Shel ter

The firs t dwell i ng for t he Ukrainian pio nee r was usua lly a pr imitive,

hast ily-ere ct ed structu re des i gned to affo rd te~oraryshelterunti l s uch

ti me as a more s ubs t ant ia l pe rmanent dwell ing cou l d be built. Tent swer e

use d during th e s umme r months, but the y were i nadequat e i n wi nt er , and

dugou tswere e~ loyed to provi de temporary she l te r . Te rmed a zeml yank"

bytheGal i c i ans , and a~ by theBukow i n i a n s, the d u gou t wa s a pit

s unk a few fee t bel ow gro und and roofed ove r with as pen boughs and sods

(Fi gure 23) . When equip ped with a s tove it pro vided a warm, sec ure

dwelling for the wint er month s.

The Folk House

With in a short time of ta king up his homes t ead. t he Ukrain ia n pioneer

er ec t ed a pennanent dwell l ng, usua l ly in t he vern acul ar t ra dit ion of hi s

homeland . Few depa r t ures f rom tradi ti onal des ign and cons truct io n wer e

attempt ed , unl ess neces s i ta t ed by mat er i a l def i c i enc les, a s, for example ,

with t he s ubs t itut ion of slou gh gras s for rye and straw In t he t hatc hing



Inmanyi ns ta nces ,a second,mo re car efully-constructed , housewas

built alongs ide t he i ni t i al bui l din g if the pione er' s economic progress

permitted . Built usuallyafewyearsaftertheorigina l,thi s second

house was bas i cally the same as the fi r st, differing only i n s i ze, sophi s

tication ofconst r uction, and type of roof cover in g. The adoptionof

shi ngles of te n meant a lower ing of t he roof pitch ( Fi gure 8 ). Usuall y t he

first house was lef t stand ing and used for s t orage or as a cooking shelter .

Stylisti c Change

Changes i n t he vernac ular s ty le were s l ow to appear in Al berta. With

the bulk of settlement t ak tng place i n a blo ck alo ng theStar-Vermili on

axis, integra tion and assimilation of Ukrainians into t he Canadian com

muni tywas s lowed, and cul tu ra l val ues and s tyles remai ned ess ent ia ll y

unchanged for many years . It i s appar ent t hat even i n theearlierestab

l ishedareas of Galici an se t t le ment in t he s t a r- Wost ok regio n, I i t t l e

"Canadianization" had ta ken pla ce aft er twenty years of sett le ment. 29

The Ukrainian communitywa s cultura ll y pure, l ingui stically and arc hi 

tecturally . Minor alterations in the vernacular s ty le , s uch as the lower

roof pitch ass oci at ed with the adoption of shi ngles , were litt le more

than an environ mental adaption , a trend whi ch would probably have been

parall eled i n Europe but fo r the chro ni c shor t age of t imber . 30

Ouringtheperiodof l914- 1925,agri cultura l market swer egoodand

pri ces high ,andthemateria lprosper i tyofthe Ukrai ni an farmerincre ased

dramatically. This neW- found wealt h often brought about the build ing of

a new house ; la rger and more Canadi an i zed t han the earl i er folk house . 31

For t he fi rst ti me t he ver nacular t rad ttionw as not s t r ic t ly adher edto ,

though neither was it compl et ely abandoned. The result was an arc hi

t ect uralet hnic hybrt d.

Cer ta in aspects of t he tradi tio nal des ig n were inc orporat ed i nto t he

new buil di ngs , which often made a consc io us ef for t to embrace Canadian

st y l es . The sout he rn orientation of t he build ing was retai ned, perhaps

unconsc i ously ; the rectangular form of t he build tng was unchanged and

t he in terio r room layout remained bas i call y unaltered. However ,mo stof

t hese transit ional s ty le houses were changed in appearan ce th ro ugh t he

addition of an extra half- s t orey , or in some cases, a full st ore y (Figu res



Figure 25 . Tra nsitional style house.

Fig ure 26. Store at De l ph , Al be r t a . A blend of two traditions, this
build ing inco rporates the Ukrain ia n ve rnacular sty le with th e "boom
townltfalsefront .



24 and 25) . Thi s se r ved to destroy th e di sti nctively "l ow browed" appea r 

ance so character i s t ic of the Ukrain i an verna cular s tyl e. Yet i n e f fec t

it was the superficia l which was abandoned, the basic element s of the folk

design were retainedwlthout ser ious modi fica ti on. In ar eas ofBukow in ian

set t lement , forexampl e ,the wideea veprojec tion was abse nt f romb uildings

of t hi s peri od , but the eave functi on was cont inu ed i n th e wide f ron t

porc h (Fi gures 24 and 25).

Thoughs tyl eshad changed , t hema te ri alsofconst r uctiona l te redlittl e .

In the way of cons t r uct ion mater ial s, l i ttl e more was ava il ab le to th e

Ukra i nia n farmer In 1920 tha n had been avail abl e to the pionee r twenty

year s prev ious ly . Concretema yhave beenused for founda tio n ,replac1 ng

th e wood sill or stone foundati on, but little else had changed. Thebaslc

bulldingmaterlalwas tilltl er, usua ll y aspe n , and , as before. th e Ukra l ni an

house of the 1920swas construct ed of cor ner not ched or doveta lled horl

zonta l lo gssheat hedi n a laye r ofm udplaste r, lime don t he ext eri or .

Though overlaid with ot her st yle s , th e t r ansit ional dwelli ng remained

structurallyunaltered,although it lo st much of its ethnic flavour when

late r sheathed in shiplap or weatherboard. This often occurred In t he

l a te 1940s and ea r ly 1950s (see Figure s 24 and 25) , but even t hen a litt le

ofthe cha ract erwasret a i ned , t hrough t he pract i ce of pain t i n9 white

any si din g put on over t he l imed exterior .

On occas i on Incongruous hybrid structures r es ulted from th e bl ending

of th e Ukra i nian ver nacula r with Nort h American build ing fash ions . One

s uch exampl e may be seen a t Oel ph.Al ber ta , where t he sol it a ry s tore in ·

corpo ratesa boom-town. fa l se front with a build ing erec ted i n the tra 

dltionalmanner(Figure26) .

Survival of the Vernacular Sty l e

The Ukrai ni an vernacular tradition di d not s urv i ve i nt o any su b

sequent generation of buildi ng . For all i nt ents and purposes i t di ed in

Alb erta dur ing the i nt e rwar yea r s . The buil di ng s tyl es which began t o

mani fe st t hemselve s on Ukraini an homeste ads i n the year sfollowin g Worl d

War lI,showed li t t l eevidence of t he ver nacu l artradition. Ar chitec t

des i gned ran ch- s tyl e houses have rep laced t hemo repi c t uresq uecottages

and houses of prev ious year s . Yet in some ways t races of t he vernac ula r



Figu re 27. Temporal e vol ution In house sty le s ; farmstead near Hunda r e ,
Albe rta , 1972 . I ) Ini tia l fo lk house. 2 ) trans itional s ty le. 3) modern
ran ch- styl e bunga low.



lin ger on . often unsuspected and unrecogni zed.

One isof tens tr uckbythebright .a lmostga udy,pain tworksofre

quent ly found on Ukra i nian fannsteads . bl ue. ye l low. and whi t e predomi 

nat ing over othe r colo urs . Blue roof ing material is widely employed by

Ukrai ni an fanners . and what ever the motive, has become a characte r istic

of are as wi t h a high Ukrainian popula tion. The sout h- facing orienta

t ionofthe fo l k house has of t en been retained for moder n dwellings ,

t hough more f rom funct ional ra t her t han tr adi t io nal reasons.

The house- typesequence found upon many Ukrai ni anfa nnsteads i nAl bert a

i s illus t ra ted i n Fi gure 27. Her e, as i n manys iml1arcases . th e pract ic e

of us ing abandoned dwellings for other purposes has res ulted i n t hesur

vivaloffour generat ionsoffarmdw ell in gs .

Alth ough the Ukrai ni an archi tectura l tradition i s dead in Alberta • its

l egacy is s t i ll present in the l andscape of r ural areas settled and

occupi ed by Ukraini ans . Hanyhouses bui lt in the folk t radition sti ll

survi ve. a few still operati ve. But the majority have been abandoned :

r ura ldepopula t ion,fa nn abandonment and negl ec t havea ll contribu t ed to

t hei r demi se as an element i n the cultura l l andscape of Alberta . Unless

consciou s ef for t s at pre serv at ion ar e in it i at ed , few example swill sur

vi ve i nt o t henextdecade .

To a cer ta in degree gener al i za t ion i s i nevi t abl e when dea l1ngw i th

the complexities of cultu re and settlement . I t woul d not be ~Ii s e to accept

t he f i ndingsofthis stu dyinanuncri ticallight ;onein te rpreta ti on

al one ca n do little more than open the gates of inquiry, and. pe rhap"

record one facet of Alber ta's vanishing cultura l he r i ta ge. I t ls hoplU,

however,tha t t his s t udy has cont ri but ed toward s an unders ta nd ing J nd

apprecia t ionofanegl ectedaspectofUkrainian folk culture in Al ber ta .

lt i s to be regre t ted t hat , whl1 e t he l i nquis t ic,l i t er ar y , mus ica l , Jod

cra ft aspectsof folkculturea recare fullyrecorded,the rehasbeen

sca nt i nt erest i nprese rvi ng atangible expr essionoffolkculture.\lh i ch

atone ti me to uched th e life of every Ukrai nia n pioneer of Albe rta : t he

Ukrai nian fol k house.
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The pre fe r r edU kr ai ni antenn fo r Gal i cia i s Ha lychyna. The name
Gal i ci a i s essen t ially of Pol i s h orig i n and is r egar ded as an
a1l en te nnbymost Ukra inians . Haly chyna i sgl venhere asa
pl ac ename.butbecausenoadj ec tival fonn of thi stermexl sts
i n Engl i sh . the adj ect iv e Gali c ian is used th roughout .

Pers .colmI.• Har ryKoncohrada . Beaverhi ll Pio nee r Home . l amont .
Alberta. 5 J une . 1972.

Per s. COImI• • St eve Mulk a. Two Hil l s. Alb er t a . 31 May. 1972. See
also Earl y Build i nq in Sask a t chewan, Norman Mackenzi e Art Galle ry.
Univer s lty of Saskatchewan , RegIna , 1967.

Of over e i ght y examples of fol k buil d l ng exa mi ned dur i ng th e
cour se of this s t udy only one was found to contai n ver t ica l
t i mbe ri ng : a Gal ic ian - styl e house l oca t ed on SE. 14 Twp. 53
R.18W.4 ofwhi ch th ewes t e r n ha lfwasver t i ca ll y t i lllbe red ,
apparent l y a l at er addit ion to t he hori zonta ll y ti mber ed
eas t er n se ction of t he buil ding .

The majority of all pione er buil de rs held s t rong vi ews on t he
constituents of mud pla ste r . s pec ifica ll yconce rn l ng the ty pe
of anlmal dung added In or der t o Impar t cohes i ve prop e rt ie s an d
di minis h cr ack ing upon dryin g. I t was gene ra ll y fo und that t he
Gal ic ian s.andthoseofGali c i an ance s tr y, favoured th e us e of
horse dung ; th e Bukowlnlans of cow dung. This dif ference may
have originated In the t ype of drau ght animal commo nl y employe d
In their home province. as i n Halychyna th e horse was pred ominant .
In Bukovyna. the ox. As a prl ma ry obj ec t iv e of t he empl oyment
of an i mal dung was t he achie vement of cohesi ve pro perties. t he
Gallc la ns deprecated t he empl oyment of cow dung as I t fa il ed to
conta in the amount of s t ra w res l due found i n hor se dung .

Per s . Comm. ,M l ke Krykal owl ch. Harry Koncohr ada andFrank Kr ill .
Beaverh i ll Pio neer Home. lamont . Albe rta . 5 J une 1972.



Pers. COITl1l., Andr ew Basi sty , Andrew , Alber ta . 6 Ju ne , 1972.

This was l oca t ed i n th e sma ller of two aban doned houses at
Shepenge .Al bertaon IlE.22 Twp.55R.13H. 4 .

Pers.colTl1l., lIasy landA nneZazu la ,Shandro,Albe rta, 22June,
1972 , and Dor o t hy Gor deychuk. Sandy Lake . Alb e rta , 25 J une, 1972 .

There wer e except i ons , for example th e Romania n styl e house on
NE.30 Twp.56 R.13 ~1. 4 was never 9i ven a coa t of 1ime over i t s
mud plas ter.

The co lou rs of t he short-l i ved Ukra i ni an National State wer e
bl ue , white. and ye llow.

Alan Gowans. Build i ng Canada , Oxford Uni ver s ity Press , To ront o ,
1966. p. 191.

For deta ils of Ukra i ni an se t t lement i n lies t e rn Cana da seel1acGre 90r.

~~~~dati~~~n~~;~k;s~'i~PKa;;:3~.best account of

~~/Br~~~~~~~~ 'ig~-f~~9:a ~ ~ n8t America , Rutge rs Univ ersity Press ,

Per s . colTl1l . , AndrewLam as h, St. Michae l, Al ber t a, 15June,1 972;
Dorot hy Gor deych uk , Sandy Lake, Albe rta , 25 J une , 1972; and AU9us t
Knysh,And re w.Alberta ,3June1 972 . I t s houl d be no te d , however .
tha t s uch criticisms we re l evel ed only at hous es wher e the o ld
br ick or c la y stove had bee n repl ace d by th e modern iron s t ove .

Pers . COITl1l., AU9us t Knysh , Andrew, 3 J une , 1972.

Pers . colTl1l .,St eve Mul ka ,Two Hills ,Pe te rTymchuk, Two Hil ls ,
31 May, 1972 .

r1i r ia m Els t on, "The Rus sian in our Mi ds t," (J ournal and dat e
unknown, copy i n Provinc i a l Archt ves , Edmonto n) .

The occ upancy of th e heavily wooded, poorc ra9r ic ultura l are as
of t he as pen par kland belt o f th e pra ir i e provi nces by Ukrai nian
sett le rss te nmed f rom t heir desi re t osecure ample t i mbers uppl ies .
In Ha ly chynaand Bukovyna t imber reserves wer e controll ed by th e
ari s tocra cy and th e peas ant ry wer e forc ed to pay in fl a te d pr i ces
fo r an es s enti al r eso urce . Totheaverage peasant , t here fore ,
t imbe r was ava ilable only in l imited quan ti ti es .

Mir i am El s ton, i n "Rut henians i n Hestern Canada ; Canad ia n
Cit ize ns f rom Rus si ans ," Onwar d ,No .21,Apr il26 , 1919,suppor ts
this observat io n : " . . .""iiiOSt"of the rec ent l y buil t houses are
ent i re l y Anglo- Saxon i n design, well built and with su ffi cient
windows. "
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